PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING OF

THE VILLAGE OF MARCELLUS

HELD ON NOVEMBER 19, 2019
AT THE VILLAGE HALL
PRESENT:
John P. Curtin, Mayor

See List

Sally Tallman, Trustee
Timothy P. Manahan, Trustee

Martin Skahen, Director of Onondaga County Community Development
Toni Kleist, Onondaga County Architect II


Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Curtin asked for a motion to open the public hearing at 7:05pm.  The motion was made by Trustee Manahan and seconded by Trustee Tallman.  Mayor Curtin called for a vote.  All board members voted aye and the motion was carried. 
Mayor Curtin explained that the purpose of the meeting is to allow public discussion on a new program offered by Onondaga County entitled the “Village Main Street Revitalization and Beautification Grant Program” The Village of Marcellus invited local businesses and groups on Main Street to the meeting, as well as the general public.  Mayor Curtin thanked Library Director Jake Widrick and his staff for the generous offer to use the community room and for promoting the meeting in its newsletter.  Mayor Curtin asked Martin Skahen, Director of Onondaga County’s Community Development Division, to explain the Grant Program and to answer questions that attendees may have.  A handout was prepared and distributed to those in attendance.
Mayor Curtin opened the floor to Martin Skahen.  Mr. Skahen provided the following information from Onondaga County Community Development:

· Onondaga County is offering up to five villages up to $300,000.00 to improve Village Main Street.  
· It is a comprehensive grant program that provides funding for local revitalization efforts to grow the village retail business district.

· Village business district revitalization that involves aesthetic improvements, business creation/retention, and beautification will lead to healthier and more economically vibrant communities.  Partnerships between Onondaga County Community Development, Village leadership and small businesses will help to attract opportunity and encourage investment

· Improvement examples include improving business facades, acquiring property that is an eyesore, demolition of a property that is an eyesore, and performing streetscape improvements.

· The idea is for elected officials to work together with local businesses to develop a proposal that will positively impact the main street area

· Proposals will be evaluated and villages selected based on the overall impact of the project

· Proposals should attempt to leverage outer funding sources to combine with the Village Main Street funding

· Proposals should include the proposed activities, and explanation of hoe it will impact the village, and the budget.

· Onondaga County will be available to assist throughout the process 

· This is not Federal or state funded so the County can be more involved than in a typical grant program

· Onondaga County will require a 25% match to any total project cost.

Mr., Skahen also stated that the applications for the Grant Program are not available yet, but will be made available to the Village in the near future.  Mr. Skahen introduced Ms. Toni Kleist, Architect II, and stated that she will be available for consultation and assistance throughout the process as well.  
Following Mr. Skahen’s presentation, Mayor Curtin opened the floor to those in attendance for a question and answer period.   Asia Murphy, owner/operator of Eat More Sweets, asked if the Village was going to hold additional meetings for the interested parties to discuss the application.  Mayor Curtin stated that yes, when the application is available and all of the interested parties have submitted their proposals, the Village will hold another meeting to discuss and prepare an application including all of the proposed projects and submit to the county as a whole.  
Upon completion of the Q&A period Trustee Manahan made a motion, on behalf of the Board and the residents of the Village, to sincerely thank the Village DPW employees who had worked so conscientiously during recent weeks of sever weather to keep our Village streets and sidewalks clear of snow and ice.  The Village DPW employees are truly dedicated workers, whose long and lonely hours of labor, often during the dead of night, have earned the respect of all.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Tallman.  Mayor Curtin asked if there was any discussion.  Hearing none, Mayor Curtin called for a vote.  All board members voted aye and the motion was carried.

Trustee Tallman made a motion to adjourn the public information meeting.   The motion was seconded by Trustee Manahan.  Mayor Curtin asked if there was any discussion. Hearing none, Mayor Curtin called for a vote.  All board members voted aye and the meeting was closed at 7:27pm.






__________________________________________


Charnley A. Abbott, Village Clerk
