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PART II – GENERAL LEGISLATION

----------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 136 – Lighting
[Adopted, December 27, 2012, as Chapter 136 of the Code]
Article I
Lighting in the Village



Sections 136-1 – 136-6

----------------------------------------------------------------

Article I
Lighting in the Village
Section 136-1 – Findings and Purpose – In keeping with one of the goals of the Village of Marcellus Comprehensive Plan, to enhance the image of the Village, it is important that a uniform street lighting system for the Village Center be promoted and extended. To that end, the Village wishes to:


a. Maintain the custom street lighting (historic light poles) in the Village Center


b. Continue the custom street lighting (historic light poles) along all Village streets, whenever possible


c. Promote the burying of all utilities (including lighting) underground


c. Protect the Village from excessive light pollution with exterior lighting standards.

Section 136-2 – Lighting Principles – Lighting in the Village should be guided by the following lighting principles:


a. Lighting should not be excessively bright; it should only be of a level as necessary to maintain a consistent and uniform level of lighting for reliable visibility.


b. Lighting design needs to recognize the value of the night sky by eliminating excess or unnecessary lights and light scatter with fixture design and placement.


c. Lighting installations should provide illumination levels suitable for the visual task or purposes intended and not create glare or unnecessary light spill.
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Section 136-3 – Decorative Lighting – Decorative lighting for streets and walks should consider the following: 


a. When lighting streets and sidewalks with decorative lighting, specific "cutoff" technology should be employed to ensure sufficient lighting levels for both street and sidewalk. 


b. Streetscape planning should account for appropriate locations for both street trees and lighting fixtures to maximize the benefit of both and to minimize conflicts. 


c. A taller decorative lamppost may be necessary (14'-16'). 

Section 136-4 – Lighting Patterns – Lighting patterns should consider the following: 


a. It is desirable to achieve uniform levels of lighting when illuminating specific areas on a site such as parking lots, walkways, public spaces, drives, etc. lighting design and installation on both lots should be coordinated so as to maintain a uniform lighting level for both properties. 


b. Built-in lighting is efficient: as an example down-lighting eliminates glare and light spill to the night sky and is recommended for covered walkways and streetscape locations. Effective down-lighting engages and welcomes the visitor.


c. Lighting types used shall reduce light pollution and employ designs which control directed light. Bare bulbs or direct light should not be visible to the human eyes.


d. Low-level post lights (30-42" high) with fixture incorporated into the post are an excellent way to direct light on pathways only. 


e. Fixtures and housing should employ shielded and directed lighting: lighting should not result in excessive shadows and high contrast bright areas versus dark areas. 


f. Cut-off lights can provide uniform light levels where needed- non-cutoffs contribute to light pollution. 


g. For individual project sites with appropriate lighting already in place, or side-by-side projects, consistent light level design and use of consistent product, housing and fixture type are recommended. 


h. Exterior light fixtures should be simple in design. 


i. Dark colored fixtures are generally preferred for pole-mounted lights. Building mounted fixtures generally fit better if painted to match the building or background. 


j. Fixtures that are appropriate to the historic or contemporary designs and uses of the site should be used. 


k. Lights that produce a warm effect rather than a cool effect should be used.


l. Incandescent and metal halide lights are appropriate. 

Section 136-5 – Review of Lighting Policy and Plans

a. The Code Enforcement Officer shall refer to the Planning Board any application for a lighting permit in the Village Center District. The application shall be accompanied by such drawings and material samples as may be required to clearly indicate the design intent.
b. The Planning Board shall be guided in its review by the lighting principles and patterns listed above.

c. The Planning Board shall forward its recommendations to the Board of Trustees for review and approval.
